
From: Chris Palmer <chrisp@csda.net>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2023 12:48 PM 
To: Jenny Hueter <JHueter@rim-rec.org> 
Subject: Call to Action - Support for ACA 13 
 
Good afternoon Jenny, 
 
I’m reaching out to you on a development I’m certain you and your agency would be interested in, 
based on your agency’s opposition to Initiative 21-0042A1. CSDA previously received a copy of your 
agency’s opposition to this measure. 
 
Assembly Member Christopher Ward has amended Assembly Constitutional Amendment 13, related to 
ballot measures. There is significant interplay between ACA 13 and Initiative 21-0042A1— in short, 
successful passage of ACA 13 is expected to protect public agencies from the potentially disastrous 
effects of the initiative measure. For that reason, we believe your agency would be particularly 
interested in supporting Assembly Member Ward’s ACA 13. 
 
ACA 13, if passed by two-thirds of the California Legislature, would propose to voters the following: 

• If an initiative constitutional amendment includes provisions that impose vote thresholds 
greater than a simple majority of votes cast, then that initiative constitutional amendment must 
receive a percentage of votes in support equal to those increased vote thresholds. 

o i.e., if an initiative constitutional amendment includes a provision that would impose a 
supermajority (e.g., three-fifths, two-thirds, four-fifths, etc.) voter approval threshold, 
then that initiative would be required to gain the approval of the same super majority 
(three-fifths, two-thirds, four-fifths, etc.; whatever threshold the initiative proposes) of 
California voters in order to pass 

o if the initiative constitutional amendment includes provisions that impose a 
supermajority vote threshold and fails to gain the corresponding supermajority of voters 
in support of the underlying amendment, the initiative constitutional amendment would 
not be considered approved, thereby failing in its entirety 

 
As you may recall, Initiative 21-0042A1 imposes thresholds requiring the approval of two-thirds of 
voters in various places throughout the text of the measure. The successful passage of ACA 13 would 
mean that Initiative 21-0042A1 would be required to garner the approval of two-thirds of voters in order 
for the initiative constitutional amendment to be considered approved; failure to garner the approval of 
two-thirds of voters in this scenario would mean that the entire measure and all of its provisions would 
fail to become law. 
 
Here's where you and your agency come in… 
 
CSDA is encouraging agencies opposed to Initiative 21-0042A1 to consider supporting ACA 13, and to 
submit a letter of support to that effect. To make this process easy, CSDA has developed a sample letter 
your agency can use to express its support.  
 
LINK TO SAMPLE LETTER 
 
These letters to the author will demonstrate how important this is to public agencies, including special 
districts.  

mailto:chrisp@csda.net
mailto:JHueter@rim-rec.org
https://oag.ca.gov/system/files/initiatives/pdfs/21-0042A1%20%28Taxes%29.pdf
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202320240ACA13
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/CSDA/b24702e8-8a42-4614-8c45-bc3cba37ea2c/UploadedImages/Advocate/Take_Action/ACA_13__Ward__Author_-_Support_SAMPLE_LETTER.docx
https://higherlogicdownload.s3.amazonaws.com/CSDA/b24702e8-8a42-4614-8c45-bc3cba37ea2c/UploadedImages/Advocate/Take_Action/ACA_13__Ward__Author_-_Support_SAMPLE_LETTER.docx


 
Please feel free to reach out to me with any questions. Thank you for your continued support of CSDA’s 
advocacy efforts. 
 
Best, 
 
 
Chris Palmer 
Senior Public Affairs Field Coordinator 
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